




We are thrilled 
tonight to crown the next 
Ms. America®, Ms. America 
International® and Ms. 
International™ 2018.  
There are 25 beautiful 
and accomplished women 
from across the country 

vying for the coveted titles and the chance to 
make a difference in their personal causes. And 
with power of the crown, the sky is the limit!

I’d like to take this opportunity to recognize our 
outgoing titleholders, Oksana, Tracy and Nova.  
Each of you have left your own mark, having 
used your title to its fullest extent.  You all leave 
behind big heels for your successors to fill!  I am 
so proud of each of you and wish you continued 
successes. Luckily there are no good-byes, as 
you’re forever now part of the Ms. America® 
Pageant Family.

A Message from the director

Stephanie Foisy Mills

Thank you to the staff, volunteers, production 
crew and our Founder and C.E.O. Susan Jeske, 
for all of your energy, dedication and countless 
hours spent making this growth opportunity 
available for women. 

Lastly, congratulations to our contestants for 
representing your states and regions proudly 
through the volunteer service you have 
completed. The Ms. America® Class of 2018 
has collectively earned the Gold Presidential 
Volunteerism Award. Good luck to each of you 
and enjoy your moment to shine in the spotlight 
this evening.

Sincerely,

Stephanie
Dr. Stephanie Foisy Mills 
Director, Ms. America® Pageant

Welcome to the 2018 Ms. America® Pageant!



Scott Stewart has been entertaining 
audiences since the age of 12 when he was 
cast on the televisions show Quincy with Jack 
Klugman. As a host, actor and singer Scott has 
appeared in numerous television shows, movies, 
commercials and music videos including Melrose 
Place, Executive Decision, Chicago Hope, The 
Singing Bee, Flavor of Love 3 and was picked 
to perform on The Oprah Winfrey’s Stars of 
Tomorrow Show. You may have also seen some 
of his commercials for Big Lots, Mitsubishi, Big 
5, Cash 411 and public service announcements 
for Adopt a Pet. Over the years his many hosting 
and musical performances include The Academy 
of Country Music Association, Bob Hope’s USO 

Show, Disneyland, Mrs. California and Mrs. Nevada pageants and just recently 
hosted the annual Karaoke Scene Magazine’s Crème de la King and Crème 
de la Kids Competitions. Scott is currently the host and producer of the TV 
show “What’s Up Orange County” that airs on KDOC, Time Warner and Cox 
Communications. 

Dr. Stephanie Mills is a Doctor of 
Chiropractic and former Ms. America 2015. 
Stephanie has been in the pageant industry 
for almost thirty years as a contestant, 
choreographer, judge and director. As Miss 
New Hampshire 1995 Stephanie represented 
her state at the 75th anniversary Miss 
America Pageant in Atlantic City. Dr. Mills is 
a Presidential Scholar and Summa cum Laude 
graduate of Palmer College of Chiropractic 
and is the founder of Crossroads Chiropractic. 
Stephanie recently co-authored her first book, 
Adjust Your Life: A Guide to Chiropractic.   
Dr. Mills has been the host of a local television 
health talk show and currently hosts a radio 

show on WTPL 107.7 FM.  Stephanie is “Mom” to two beautiful daughters, 
Brooke (17) and Emilee (14) who also have enjoyed many successes in 
pageantry. 



2018 PRODUCTION STAFF

CEO – Susan Jeske

LAWYER – Orrick.com

DIRECTOR – Stephanie Mills

LIVESTREAMING – Ron G. Garrett

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER – Daniel Pham

PROGRAM BOOK DESIGNER – Apollo Printing & Graphics

PUBLIC RELATIONS – Kelly Bennett

TABULATOR – Donna Vandenberg

VIDEO – Jim Monte

EMCEE – Scott Stewart & Dr. Stephanie Mills

DRESSING ROOM STAFF – Ms. Asmi

ADVISOR – James Irvine

STAFF – Mark Jeske

STAFF – Dee Dee Cringer

STAFF – Brook & Emilee Mills

2018 THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Episkin

Orrick.com

Claire’s Collection

Just Pure Essentials

Alert The Globe.com

California Body Sculpt

Apollo Printing & Graphics

New Beginnings Cosmetics

Martinizing Dry Cleaning for 13 years!
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2018 MS. AMERICA PROGRAM AGENDA

OPENING PRODUCTION NUMBER

PARADE OF CONTESTANTS

INTRODUCTION OF HOSTS

MS. AMERICA 2017 – Oksana Vovk

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD PRESENTATION

ON-STAGE QUESTION

MS. AMERICA INTERNATIONAL 2017 – Tracy Rodgers

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD PRESENTATION

SPORTSWEAR COMPETITION

INTRODUCTION OF JUDGES

MS. INTERNATIONAL 2017 – Nova Kopp

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD PRESENTATION

REINA INTERNATIONAL DEL PACIFICO – Emilee Mills

EVENING GOWN COMPETITION

I N T E R M I S S I O N
ANNOUNCEMENT OF SPECIAL AWARDS

FAREWELL MS. INTERNATIONAL 2017 – Nova Kopp

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MS. INTERNATIONAL 2018

FAREWELL MS. AMERICA INTERNATIONAL 2017 – Tracy Rodgers

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MS. AMERICA INTERNATIONAL 2018

FAREWELL MS. AMERICA 2017 – Oksana Vovk

ANNOUNCEMENT OF TOP 5 FINALISTS

FINAL LOOK AT THE FINALISTS

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RUNNER-UPS

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MS. AMERICA 2018

• On Stage Photo Session

• No one else permitted on stage during this time

MS. AMERICA PROGRAM AGENDA - PRODUCTION STAFF





On behalf of the Ms. America® Pageant, we would 
like to welcome the Class of 2018 outstanding state and 
regional titleholders and thank them for joining us in this 
exciting event on board the historic Queen Mary. 

The Ms. America® Pageant was founded in 1997 and 
was created to promote, honor and advance the status 
of women, celebrate their accomplishments, encourage 
involvement in community service and to use the “Crown 
for a Purpose” to make a difference. 

As the CEO of the Ms. America Pageant Inc., I have the 
opportunity to meet and work with many of the incredible 
women who participate in our system every year. I have 
been able to watch our titleholders and contestants 
accomplish things that they only dreamed possible. It 
is undoubtedly true that each of these women inspire 
others to pursue their personal and professional goals by 
making an impact not only in their own communities but 
also around the world. As leaders and role models in their 
communities, our titleholders work hard to affect positive 
change on issues they care about. It is our mission to help 
provide women with opportunities to achieve success 
and truly change the world. It is my wish that each of 
them will leave with great memories, strong friendships 
and an enriching experience. 

We would like to extend a sincere “thank you” to 
Oksana Vovk, MS. AMERICA® 2017, Tracy Rodgers,  
MS. AMERICA INTERNATIONAL® 2017 and Nova Kopp – 
MS. INTERNATIONAL™ 2017. Oksana, Tracy and Nova are 
excellent role models for their peers and those aspiring to 
be the next MS. AMERICA®, MS. AMERICA® INTERNATIONAL 
and MS. INTERNATIONAL™. Their dedication and 
commitment to using the “Crown for a Purpose” where 

Warmest Regards,

Susan 
Susan Jeske 
CEO – Ms. America® Pageant 
SusanJeske.com 
Facebook.com/SusanRJeske

they volunteered hundreds of hours to various charities, 
has made these three national titleholders an inspiration 
to women everywhere. 

The Ms. America® Pageant would like to thank all the 
volunteers and sponsors whose efforts before, during and  
after the pageant made this event a reality and will remain  
a vital part of its success. Applause – appreciation – and 
much love is extended to the Judges, Ms. Asmi, Kelly 
Bennett, Ken Herczeg, Donna Vandenburg, Ron Garrett, 
Mark Jeske, Daniel Pham, Scott Stewart, Emilee Mills, 
Brook Mills, and my fiancé James Irvine. Thank you to 
our sponsors Alert the Globe, Just Pure Essentials, Apollo 
Printing, Claire’s Collection, True Bella Beauty, California 
Body Sculpt and Orrick. A special Thank You to Martinizing 
Dry Cleaning who has been a sponsor for over 12 years!

To the new Director of the Ms. America Pageant Stephanie 
Mills: I could not be prouder to have you take over the 
Directorship of the pageant. I am looking forward to 
working with you and taking the pageant to a new level!

With continued support, I will do my best to improve and 
expand the Ms. America® Pageant in order to continue to 
celebrate and “Empower Women Across the Nation and 
Around The World!”

A Message from the CEO

Susan Jeske



PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARD
Susan Jeske has been involved in the 
pageant and entertainment industry 
for over 36 years and is currently the 

CEO of the Ms. America Pageant. She has traveled to 26 countries as 
a goodwill ambassador and Presidential envoy for the United States 
and has been a spokesperson for Fortune 500 Companies. An advocate 
for volunteerism she has received many awards and in 2004, she 
received the “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the President of the 
United States for the thousands of hours she has donated through the 
years to all kinds of causes and charities in the United States 
and world-wide.

She has been involved in pageantry 
since she was 17 years of age 
as a competitor, judge, pageant 
producer, director and owner. She 
has held many local, state, national 
and international pageant titles 
and in 1997 at the Luxor Hotel in 
Las Vegas representing Colorado, 
Susan bested 50 other contestants 
and was crowned MS. AMERICA® 
winning $75,000 in cash and prizes. 
During her reign, Susan used her 
“Crown for a Purpose” and created 
the “Student’s Against Violence” 
one-hour assembly program where 
she traveled to high schools across 
the nation speaking to students 
about non-violence in schools. For 
her program she received more than 
30 Awards, 15 Keys to the City and 
Proclamations for her presentation, 
including a personal letter from the 
President of the United States. During 
her reign she was invited by The 
Knights Templar in the UK and was 

flown to Scotland where she was “Knighted” by Prince Michael at 
Sterling Castle for her numerous charity services throughout the world. 

SUSAN JESKE
THE QUEEN BEHIND THE MS. AMERICA PAGEANT



In 1999, Susan purchased 
the Ms. America Pageant from 
founder Richard Simon from 
Houston, Texas and received the 
register federal trademark from 
the USPTO in Washington DC 
in February 2000. The mission 
of the pageant is to “Empower 
Women across the Nation.” The 
titleholder is to use her “Crown 
for a Purpose” that would make 

an impact on the world in a 
positive way.

Her world-wide pageant 
connections has enabled Susan 
to send contestants to 
International pageant 
competitions all over the world 
since the 1980’s. These have 
included Miss International 
held in Japan, Miss World – UK, 
Miss Asia Pacific International 
- China, Miss All Nations 
- Thailand, Miss Progress 
International – Italy, Miss 
Tourism - Sri Lanka, Miss Globe 
International - Albania, Miss 
Banana Queen - Ecuador, Miss 
Intercontinental-Panama and 
Model or the World – Panama. 
She supported the Miss Earth 
Pageant from its debut by 
sending contestants to the 
pageant for the first 5 years. 
Currently Susan receives an 
invitation from the Government 
of Mexico to travel with a queen 
to Mazatlán for a week of events 
and parades, culture, history and 
ending with the Queen of the 
Pacific Pageant. 

These connections were made 
after Susan moved to California 
in 1984 to live with Debbie 
Maffett, Miss America 1983 and 
Faye Smith who was the State 
Director for the Miss California 
USA Pageant. By the 3rd week 
of living in California she was 
chosen to model and perform 
in the Miss United Nations 
Goodwill Tour in Thailand. Thru 
invitations from the Government 
of different countries, she was 
invited to compete in pageants 
all over the world as a Goodwill 
Ambassador for the United 
States and was often invited to 
return and perform for various 
Charites and events for the 
country. 

In an age before Email, Internet 
and the fax machine Susan was 
able to pick up the hard wired 
phone and use her title and 
reputation to access the people 
and put together various projects 
and accomplish her goals. 

In 1992, Susan was invited by the Thai Arts and Cultural Committee in Thailand to organize a 
delegation of 12 National and International Beauty Queens to travel to Thailand for the Queens of 
Thailand’s 60th Birthday Celebration. The delegation included Miss World, Miss USA, Miss International, 
Miss International USA, Miss Flower Queen, Miss All Nations, Star Search Model Winner, Miss California 
and Miss Teen USA. During their 2 week stay they made over 42 scheduled appearances, featured in 
50 newspapers, 10 national TV shows and was on the cover of 3 magazines. The delegation raised 
$92,000 for the Queens favorite charity – a poor children’s hospital in Bangkok, Thailand. Susan served 
as a Presidential Envoy for Presidents Clinton and Reagan delivering personal birthday greetings from 
the two Presidents during a private meeting with Her Majesty Queen Sirikit. 

TRADEMARK 
PLAQUE



A professional singer, Susan has performed at 
more than 1500 events before audiences that 
include 7 United States Presidents, Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, the Queen of Thailand, 
Opening of the Ronald Reagan Library, the STS 
102 Space Shuttle Discovery Launch of March 
2001, President George W. Bush Inauguration, 
Denver Broncos Televised Super Bowl Victory 
Party, LA Angels playoffs, several Prime Ministers 
and Ambassadors all over the world. In 1985, as 
Miss California American Beauty, she was invited 
to entertain the troops on a USO Tour to Turkey, 

Italy, Greece and Spain. The USO troop was flown on C-30 planes to all the military bases and on 
several aircraft carriers including the ships the Saratoga, SS San Diego and Coronado.

GUINNESS BOOK OF WORLD RECORDS

In 1993 Susan, set the World Record, published in the Guinness 

Book of World Records for singing the National Anthem at the most events 

in a 24 hour period raising $93,000 for children charities. Her world record 

was featured in 8 Guinness Book of World Records and to this day no one 

has been able to break her World Record although there have been 7 attempts. 



A professional model and 
spokesperson she was invited 
twice on a 10 city-wide tour in 
Mexico with reigning Miss USA 
and Miss Universe 1984 Mai 
Shanley and Yvonne Ryding 
as a model and spokesperson 
for Le Petit Jean Shoes. They 
traveled in a private jet to events 
and promotions for the Beverly 
Hills shoe line. The following 
year she was chosen as the 
new Spokesperson with a four 
year contract for Hyundai Motor 
America where she traveled 
to 14 cities per years making 
appearances at car shows and 
promotional events. In addition, 
Susan was also a spokesperson 
for Norelco, Mazak, Panasonic, 
Proctor & Gamble, True Elements 
Skin Care and many other 
companies.  In the 1980’s and 
90’s she appeared regularly 
on daytime Soap Operas “Days 
of our Lives,” “Young and 

the Restless,” “Bold and the 
Beautiful,” and is seen in movies 
and television commercials.  

In her career as an independent 
image, beauty and etiquette 
consultant, Susan has advised 
corporate executives, political 
and community leaders.  She 
has written for newspapers 
and magazines as a columnist, 
and appeared on radio and 
television. Known as "The Queen 
Maker" Susan is acclaimed as 
one of the best and most sought 
after pageant coaches in the 
world and has worked with 
many girls who have gone on 
to win many state, national 
and international beauty titles. 
A licensed Esthetician and 
pioneer for Safe Cosmetics, she 
campaigned for 3 years and 
helped introduce the Personal 
Care Products Safety Act of 2015 
which asks for full ingredient 

disclosure for professional salon 
products and web-based sales of 
cosmetic products and directing 
the FDA to assess a safety 
of a minimum of 5 cosmetic 
chemicals a year. Currently the 
bill is being introduced to the 
House of Senate by Senator 
Feinstein and Susan Collins. 

Other Awards Have Included: 
“Governor and First Lady Award” 
from California State Governor, 
“Woman of the Year Award” 
from the Leukemia Society, 
“Commanding Generals Award” 
from the U.S. Marine Corp, 
“Congressional Community 
Service Award” from the 
California Legislature Assembly 
Resolution, “Constellation Patriot 
Award” from the National Flag 
Foundation, “Priority One Award” 
from Kiwanis International and 
“Ambassador Award” from Guard 
A Heart Foundation.





Our National Titleholders

Ms. America 
2017

Oksana  
Vovk

Ms. International 
2017

Nova 
Kopp

Ms. America International 
2017

Tracy
Rodgers





















Emilee Mills
Reina Internacional del Pacifico 2017
Miss Pacific U.S. 2017

The opportunity to travel to Mazatlán, Mexico as Miss Pacific 
U.S. 2017 to represent the Pacific Coast of the United States 
was a once in a lifetime experience.  I was overwhelmed by 
the hospitality and generosity of the people of Mazatlán.  

As contestants, we met local dignitaries, toured the city, 
participated in Carnival events including two huge parades, 
and competed at the international pageant held at the Lions 
Club.  All of the contestants were beautiful and represented 
their countries proudly.  I was beyond shocked to hear my 
name called as the winner.  As the youngest contestant, I 
didn't think it could possibly be me! 

Thank you to my director, Susan Jeske, as well as the staff, 
volunteers and directors of the Reina Internacional del 
Pacifico Pageant. I had the time of my life before the crown 
was placed on my head.  Remember, it is the journey, not 
the crown, that makes pageantry so rewarding.







Stephanie Mills
2014-15

Julie Harman
2016

Laura Hunter
2014-15

E-Dee Martin
2016

Jane Park Smith
2007-08

Stephanie Brownell
2005-06

Chiniqua Pettaway
2013

Robin Griffin
2013

Debbie Nelson
2006-07

Raquel Beezley
2004-05

Nicole Rash
2012

Carla Gonzalez
2012

Vida Samadzai
2005-06

Jessica Schilling
2003-04

Tracy Broughton
2011

Kimberly Vodang
2011

Deana Aburto
2004-05

Casey Burns
2002-03

Bridget Cleary
2009-10

Tram Ho
2007

Susan Jeske
The First 
Ms. America

MS. AMERICA®

MS. AMERICA® INTERNATIONAL

HALL OF FAME

Tracy Rodgers
2017

Oksana Vovk
2017



HALL OF FAME

Riti Chikkerur
2014-15

Deborah  
Valis-Flynn
2016

Bethany Haas
2006-07

Kardena Pauza
2006-07

Stacy Smith
2013

Deana Molle
2011-12

MS. INTERNATIONAL™

MS. AMERICA® BEAUTY MS. AMERICA FITNESS

HALL OF FAME

Amanda Delgado
2010-11

This could be your
C rowning Moment.

Empowering Women Across the Nation

To Begin Your Journey, visit 

www.MsAmericaPageant.com or call 949-679-8888

Nova Kopp
2017
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PAGEANT

Watch L ive  Streaming :
WWW.ALERTTHEGLOBE.COM
Purchase  T ickets :
WWW.MSAMERICAPAGEANT.COM

MARCH 10, 2018  |  7:30 pm PST
HISTORIC QUEEN MARY, LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA



MS. ARIZONA

Cheyenne Autumn Warner
MS. CALIFORNIA 

Monica Zaragoza

2018 CONTESTANTS
MS. AMERICA 

MS. ALABAMA

Lilly T. Nguyen

MS. FLORIDA

Carlie Gintoli
MS. GEORGIA

LaTresa Cunningham

MS. HAWAII

Mokihana Maldonado
MS. ILLINOIS

Sherrie Gearhart
MS. MICHIGAN 

Tiffany Scott

MS. GREATER CALIFORNIA

Dr. Dawn Mooney Digrius



2018 CONTESTANTS
MS. AMERICA 

MS. NEVADA

Tina Abbantangelo
MS. NORTH FLORIDA

Dee Lane
MS. NEW YORK

Jolyn Farber

MS. PACIFIC COAST

Gelsah De Damas
MS. OHIO

Raquel Zornes
MS. SONORAN DESERT

Kimberly McDermott

MS. SOUTH CAROLINA

Cheryl McDermott
MS. TENNESSEE

Lisa Milan
MS. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Angela McMahon



MS. VIRGINIA 

Cassandra Malone
MS. UTAH 

Danielle Cox
MS. TEXAS

Sarah Ramsey

2018 CONTESTANTS
MS. AMERICA 

MS. WEST COAST

Briana Courts
MS. WASHINGTON

Patrice Nicole Harris
MS. WISCONSIN

Brittany Wagner

MS. WYOMING

Holley Nicholson
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